[image: image1.jpg]


Romance Writers of America, New York City, Inc.

2009 Kathryn Hayes Love & Laughter Contest
	Judge #
	
	Total Score
	____ out of 115

	Title:
	


Rate this submission on each of the following categories on a scale of 1 to 5 (1 is the lowest and 5 is the highest score)
Scoring Points Guidelines

5 = Outstanding (ready for submission)

4 = Very Good (needs only minor revisions)

3 = Good (shows potential but needs some revision)

2 = Needs work (basic grasp, but fairly extensive revisions required)

1 = Problematic (major revisions required before submission)
	Rating


	Category

	________

________


	Romance:  Can you believe that the hero and heroine will eventually get together?  Does this scene advance their relationship romantically?
Sexual Tension/Chemistry:  Can you feel the sexual tension between the couple in this scene?  Is the chemistry between them believable?


	________
	Humor:  Is this scene funny?  Laugh-out loud hilarious?  Boisterous and gleeful?  Wacky and giddy?  Filled with black humor?  Wry, witty and overflowing with sophisticated chuckles?  Humor has many faces.  Bottom line:  Is It Funny?


	________

________
	Characterization:  

Hero:  Is the hero original and well drawn?  Is he appealing/likeable?  Does he engage you (is he endearing, funny, sympathetic?)

Heroine:    Is the heroine original and well drawn?  Is she appealing/likeable?  Does she engage you (is she endearing, funny, sympathetic?)



	________

________

________

________
	Dialogue/Narrative:  
Dialogue:  

Does the dialogue sound natural/realistic?  Does it help define the characters/are their voices individual and distinctive? Is the word usage appropriate for the characters and time period?  Does the dialogue help move the story forward?

Does the author’s use of dialogue tags enhance the clarity and style of the entry?

Narrative: 

Is the narrative blended seamlessly in this scene with the dialogue? Does it move the story forward?

Are the dialogue and narrative well-balanced in this entry?


	________

________

________
	Point of View:

Is the point-of-view clear at all times?

Are the point-of-view transitions smooth?

Are the point-of-view transitions appropriate (i.e., the author does not “head hop”)?



	________

________

________


	Setting & Atmosphere:

Is the setting (time and place) clear in this entry (remember that this scene may be from the middle of the book)?

Does the scene possess atmosphere appropriate for this story/does the atmosphere add to the overall humorous tone of the entry?

Does the author make good use of vivid description and the five senses to make the story “come alive”?


	________


	Plot:

Is the storyline fresh and different?  Is it plausible? If the plot is familiar, does it give the premise a new twist?




	________

________

________
	Style & Voice: 

Is the story smooth, and well paced? 

Is the writer’s voice distinct and consistent?

Is the writer’s style enjoyable and easy to read?


	________

________

________

________


	Presentation/Mechanics:

Is the manuscript properly formatted according to industry standards?

Is the entry free of spelling, grammatical and typographical errors?

Has the writer made effective use of adjectives, verbs and adverbs?

Is the writing active and alive; the writer shows rather than tells?



	UNSCORED


	In what area or areas do you feel this entry was done well?



	UNSCORED
	In what area or areas do you feel this entry needs improvement?



	UNSCORED
	If you have not commented above, please comment on any areas where you gave a score of 3 or lower.




Published Judge’s Bio:
Published, novel length fiction

______





Published, short stories

______





Published, other
