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KEYN TES 
The newsletter of the Romance Writers of America New York City Chapter #6              NOVEMBER 2015  

 
NEXT CHAPTER MEETING: SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 7 
TRS, 40 Exchange Place, 12 noon 
 
Researching Editors and Agents 
Speaker:   Elizabeth Poteet 
 
How does an author find an editor and/or agent? What are things 
that can turn off an editor and/or agent?  Join us as we discuss 
researching editors and agents, submission guidelines, finding the 
right fit for your manuscript. 
 
Born in Nashville, TN, Lizzie Poteet is an Assistant Editor at St. 
Martin’s Press and a hopeless romantic who’s eternally grateful 
she found a way to channel her immense feelings about feelings 
into a legitimate job, especially after realizing that she was more 
interested in writing papers on Nora Roberts than Robert Frost. She is always looking for a good love 
story, especially ones with sassy heroines, witty banter, and good old fashion romance. She’s actively 
seeking New Adult, YA, historical and contemporary romances, and loves anything with a happy 
ending. A few of her recent acquisitions include an edgy, emotional romantic suspense, THE 
STRONGEST STEEL by Scarlett Cole, a funny, DIY-filled romance novel START ME UP by 
Nicole Michaels and the heartwarming Jewell Cove series by Donna Alward.♥ 
  
PM WORKSHOP  

 
BRING YOUR WORDS TO LIFE   
The power of description in prose with LaQuette 
 
LaQuette’s latest release is POWER PRIVILEGE & PLEASURE (Oct 2015), 
Book 4 of her Queens of Kings series. A 2015 Georgia Romance Writers 
Maggie Award Finalist in Erotic Romance, 2015 Swirl Awards Finalist in 
Romantic Suspense, bestselling erotic romance author, LaQuette, is a native of 
Brooklyn, New York. She spends her time catering to her three distinct 
personalities: Wife, Mother, and Educator.  Writing--her escape from everyday 
madness--has always been a friend and comforter. She loves writing and 

devouring romance novels. Although she possesses a graduate degree in English Lit, she'd forego 
Shakespeare any day to read something hot, lusty, and romantic.  LaQuette loves hearing from readers 
and discussing the crazy characters that are running around in her head causing so much trouble. 
Contact her on Facebook, Twitter, @LaQuetteLikes, her website, www.LaQuetteLikes.com, Amazon, 
her Facebook group, LaQuette's Lounge, and via email at NovelsbyLaQuette@gmail.com.♥ 
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HOLIDAY BRUNCH 

December 5, 12-3pm 
Manhattan Proper 

6 Murray Street 
Fee =$35 

Register today at www.rwanyc.com. 
 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
Page 
3—President’s Message 
4—Chapter Minutes: October 
5—Author of the Month: Jean Joachim 
6—Industry News, NaNoWriMo, PRO News 
7—Members on the Shelf 
9—Writing a Series 
       --After the First Book 
       --Ask Alice 
12—Member News 
13—Craft Corner 
15—All Things Swag 
16—The Giddy Grammarian  
17—The Black Moment 
20—Social Networking for Authors,  
Free Promotion, The End 
 
 
2015 CHAPTER CALENDAR 
Oct 3     Nov 7     Dec 5 
 
 
KEYNOTES DEADLINE 
Send articles to keynoteseditor@gmail.com 
by the 15th of the month.  All articles  
must be typed and up to 500 words. 
 
We welcome all subjects! 
 

 
THANK YOU! 

To all the 
contributing writers 

& proofreaders! 
 
 

RWA/NYC BOARD OF DIRECTORS  
President: Ursula Renée  
Vice President/Events: Kate McMurray  
Vice President/Contest: Vanessa Peters  
Secretary: Shirley Kelly  
Treasurer: Tamara Lynch  
Past President: Maria Ferrer  
 
LIAISONS & COMMITTEES 
Board Liaison: Lisbeth Eng 
PRO Liaisons: Maria Cox 
PAN Liaison:  Falguni Kothari 
Blog/Social Media: Maria Ferrer  
Craft Loop: Isabo Kelly 
Critique Group:  Mimi Logsdon  
Keynotes Editor: Briana MacPerry 
Publicity: Jeanine McAdam, Jean Joachim 
                 Michael Molloy, Maria Cox 
Website: Ursula Renée  
 
ATTENTION: The Board welcomes all 
comments/suggestions/etc. Please send emails 
to info@rwanyc.com. 
 
MEETING INFO: RWA/NYC meets the first 
Saturday of each month. Meetings are held at 
TRS,40 Exchange Place, NYC. 12 noon. 
Membership is at the discretion of the Board. 
Annual dues are $40.Make all checks payable 
to RWA/NYC. There will be a $20 fee on 
returned checks. 
 
RWA/NYC 
PO Box 3722, Grand Central Station 
New York, NY 10163 
www.rwanyc.com 
info@rwanyc.com 
rwanycblogginginthebigapple.blogspot.com 
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE: STEPPING OUT OF MY COMFORT ZONE 
BY URSULA RENÉE 

 
I enjoy getting lost in a novel, spending hours zoning out of 
the real world as I formulate plots in my head. Then there 
are the time I spend days locked in my apartment, creating 
my fictional world and developing my characters. 
However, once the novel is completed, I know I cannot 
simply put a book out then sit in the corner and expect it to 
take off. 
 
In order to get people interested in my book, I have to 
interact with potential readers. This requires me socialize, 
either through social media or by leaving the comfort of my 
home and venturing into the real world. 

 
As president of RWA/NYC, I have to speak at each chapter meeting as well as deliver an opening 
address at the Romance Festival and the Golden Apple Awards. However, speaking in front of a 
group is one of my least favorite activities. 
 
While I do not suffer from crippling stage fright, I get nervous before addressing a group. I fear I will 
stumble over my words, say something ridiculous, or simply fall on my face as I head towards the 
stage. 
 
Despite the “what if’s” that ran through my mind, I recently forced myself to step outside my comfort 
zone. In September, I rented a slot at the RWA/NYC table at the Brooklyn Book Festival, where I 
spent two hours encouraging strangers to stop by our table. And, while I did not sell a single book 
that day, I proved to myself that I could talk to strangers without becoming tongue-tied. 
 
A few weeks later, I read at Lady Jane’s Salon. The days leading up to my first public reading were 
nerve-racking. I spent hours searching for just the right passage, knowing that based on my selection, 
people would either give my work a chance or never touch anything I write. But, thanks to the words 
of encouragement from members of RWA/NYC I got through the evening. 
 
While I wish I could say it gets easier with each event, I will most likely be nervous whenever I do a 
reading or sit on a panel. However, I can say each experience gives me a chance to learn something 
new.♥ 

Thanks to the support and encouragement of the members of RWA/NYC, 
Ursula’s debut novel, SWEET JAZZ, was published in September 2014. As 
President of RWA/NYC, Ursula wants to offer the same encouragement 
and guidance to other RWA members.  Visit her at www.ursularenee.com.   
 
 

ELECTIONS 
The candidates are in.  Voting to take place at November meeting.  Join us! 
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CHAPTER MINUTES:  OCTOBER 3RD MEETING 
BY SECRETARY SHIRLEY KELLY 
 
Board Members Present: 
President Ursula Renée Shand 
Vice Presidents Kate McMurray & 
                          Vanessa Peters 
Secretary Shirley Kelly 
 
Board Members Not Present: 
Treasurer Tamara Lynch 
Past President Maria Ferrer 

Committee Members/Liaisons Present: 
PRO Liaison - Maria Cox 
Publicity - Maria Cox, Jean Joachim,  
                  Michael Molloy 
Retreats/Outings/Website –  
                  Ursula Renée Shand 
 
Members Present: 11 

 
Agenda: 
President Ursula Renée Shand greeted everyone at 12:15 p.m. and then introduced the Board. Vice 
President Kate McMurray made a motion to accept the September General Meeting Minutes, Michael 
Molloy seconded the motion. 
 
Ursula said the Chapter Retreat has been officially canceled, but said anyone who wants to join her in 
Ocean Grove should email her. She announced the Holiday Party would be held on December 5th;  
information will be posted on the General Loop once the Board decides on the venue. The Chapter is 
celebrating its 30th Anniversary this year. 
 
Ursula said we have $6,900 in the bank. The Early Bird Renewal will be offered again this year and 
the Board has created a Sunshine Fund for members in need of financial help with paying dues. 
Details will be in the Members Only section of the website. 

 
Secretary Shirley Kelly said we have 98 members. 
 
Ursula asked for ideas for the November meeting.   
 
Ursula said the Golden Apple Awards went well and thanked 
Kate for all of work on the event including picking the venue. 
 
Vice President Vanessa Peters said the first round of judging is 
underway for the Kathryn Hayes “When Sparks Fly” contest. 

She’s been getting good feedback from the judges regarding the entries. The winner will be 
announced at our Holiday Party.  
 
Maria Cox, our PRO Liaison, explained PRO and said she’ll provide assistance to anyone who needs 
help with their application. She’s been announcing all new PRO members in Keynotes. Kate 
explained PAN and Ursula explained Provisional PAN. 
 
Michael said the Brooklyn Book Festival went well and thanked the volunteers. Ursula said we 
should plan to set up a panel for next year’s festival. Michael said they start forming panels in 
February. 
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Ursula said anyone should let her know if they 
have an idea for a Chapter Event (i.e. going to 
a museum, attraction, etc.). 
 
Maria Cox announced the names of the 
members running for the 2016 Board. All are 
running unopposed. Shirley will place one vote 
for the Chapter at the November meeting. 
 
Ursula asked the members to read the Bylaws 
and vote whether to approve or disapprove of 
them.  The meeting adjourned at 12:43 p.m.♥ 

NEW MEMBER! 

 
Jessica Minio 

 
 

 
AUTHOR OF THE MONTH:  JEAN JOACHIM 
 
Jean has 30+ books, novellas and short stories published. Find out more about 
them at www.jeanjoachimbooks.com. ♥ 
 
GRIFF MONTGOMERY, QUARTERBACK 
 
Book Blurb:  Two people, two tragedies, two deep, devastating secrets…. 
Griff Montgomery is the headline-making, heart-breaking star quarterback of 
the Kings – a 6’4”, 33 year old womanizer. Lauren Farraday is a beautiful 
young interior designer, bitterly scarred by divorce, whose life is falling 
apart. Though they violently oppose one another in court over her beloved 

pug (she thinks he’s arrogant and conceited, and he thinks she’s a bitch on wheels), something 
happens....These are the bare bones of this sizzling romance, riddled with passion -- the first in a 
brand new series that’ll tantalize football fans and have readers glued to every page and on the edge 
of their seats! 
 
Griff looks like a super hero with his tousled, mahogany hair, dazzling 
smile, dark, sexy eyes, and a body that does something indescribable to a 
tight pair of jeans. Though Lauren’s sworn off men forever, one look sends 
shivers down her spine, making her feel lonelier than ever before. Her 
lustrous, long hair, sparkling green eyes, and nonstop curves make his 
fingers tingle at the thought of touching her. How do they deal with their 
cataclysmic attraction? Will they be able to drop their protective facades – 
his to camouflage his grief over his sister and her family, for whom he was 
a surrogate father, moving 3000 miles away…. And hers’ to shield her from 
the incalculable loss of her husband and hoped for child? 
 
For Griff, the thought of falling in love is as foreign as toe shoes and a tutu. 
For Lauren, it’s like putting on cleats and a helmet and running 50 yards…. 
Can they, will they, risk it? 
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INDUSTRY NEWS BY KATE MCMURRAY 
 
I’ve been hearing buzz that the New Adult trend may be waning, with many imprints no longer 
purchasing NA books. That may change if another phenomenon hits the shelf.  
 
Stephenie Meyer has released a new take on TWILIGHT, in which she’s flipped the genders of her 
characters: Bella and Edward are now Beau and Edythe. If sales are solid, the book has the potential 
to revive the paranormal YA market. 
 
Amy Pierrepont, editor in chief of Forever and Forever Yours, said in an interview in Kirkus that 
Chick Lit is on the way back. She also identified emotionally intense stories (regardless of genre) as 
being trendy right now. ♥ 
 
NANOWRIMO BY ALEXIS DARIA 
 
November is National Novel Writing Month, or NaNoWriMo, 
a month-long personal and creative challenge to write a 
50,000-word novel in 30 days. Utilize the momentum and 
support of thousands of other participants all over the world to 
help you jump start that first draft in record time. 
 
New York City has an active NaNoWriMo community, and we run in-person events all around the 
city during November, starting with the Kick Off Party on October 29th and the first write-in on 
November 1st.  Make sure to list NYC as one of your home regions so you can receive information 
on all of our upcoming events. Happy writing! 
 
If you want to join NaNoWriMo, head on over to nanowrimo.org to sign up.♥ 
 
PRO COMMUNITY BY MARIA COX 

 
Please join me in welcoming the newest chapter member to join the PRO community: 
 

JenniferWelsh w/a JN Welsh 
 

Congratulations on this big accomplishment! 
 

About PRO: The purpose of the PRO Community of Practice is to establish within RWA a network 
of communication and support to effectively promote and protect the interests of romance writers in 
the areas between manuscript completion and PAN eligibility. To help members reach the next level, 
PRO focuses on the business side of writing rather than craft. This program is available to any active 
General or Honorary member who: (1) is not PAN-eligible and (2) has one complete original work of 
romance fiction of at least 20,000 words, or multiple complete original works of romance fiction 
which combine for a total of at least 20,000 words. 
 
If you’re interested in becoming PRO and/or would like more information, you can e-mail me at 
maria@mywritingden.net.♥ 
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MEMBERS ON THE SHELF 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
POWER PRIVILEGE & PLEASURE 

By LaQuette 
Hot Ink Press 

  
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A HEART FOR WILLIAM 
By Kim Black 

  

 

 
THE CHASE 

By Xyla Turner 
The Double XX Series Part 1 

  
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BELLY BUTTON 
And Other Lush Stories 

By Anad Trebolt 
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MEMBERS ON THE SHELF…CONTINUED 
 
 

 
HOW TO FALL 

By Rebecca Brooks 
Entangled Publishing 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

SADISTIC PATTERN 
By Michael J. Molloy 

Gypsy Shadow Publishing 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MY LADY GLORIANA 
By Sylvia Halliday 
Diversion Books 

  
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE GREATEST GIFT 
By Felice Stevens 
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Our theme this month is 
 

WRITING A SERIES 
 
 

Series, like sex, sell. 
Don’t take our word for it 

Here’s what our members have to say. 
 
 

AFTER THE FIRST BOOK: THE OTHER BIBLE 
KATE MCMURRAY 
 

My decision to write a series was inspired in part by a workshop I went to 
at my first RWA national conference (2013 in Atlanta). New Yorkers 
Eloisa James and Sarah MacLean, along with their editor at Avon, gave a 
talk on how to plan, write, and pitch a series.  
 
MacLean’s Rules of Scoundrels series is one of my favorites, and if 
you’ve read it or heard MacLean speak, you know that the plots of all 
four books are interwoven, and that the surprise twist in the fourth book 
had its seeds planted in the first book. How did she keep track of all those 
details? Both writers suggested creating a series bible.  
 
This was the first thing I thought of when I decided to tackle my own 
series. I figure that, as a writer, I always need to know what my readers 
do. I was able to keep track of everything by buying a notebook and 

putting all of the relevant information in it. I wrote a series about an amateur baseball league, so the 
bible became a handy reference for the names of all 8 teams in the league, which players played with 
positions, which team the main characters played for, the names of each location (ball fields, bars, 
restaurants), and so on. Some of this information didn’t appear in the books, but it was helpful for me 
to know it.  
 
I personally like a lot of detail in a story and really vivid settings, and having a reference like this 
while writing is effective in keeping track of all those things. I use the technique even for my 
standalone novels now, especially if I have to do any research. There are a lot of strange thing to keep 
track of in a big novel.  
 
Of course, your mileage may vary. Once when I heard Nora Roberts speak, someone asked her if she 
kept a series bible for the In Death series, and she said no. It’s clear to see from her Q & A sessions at 
the RWA conference that she has an encyclopedic knowledge of all things Eve and Roarke, and 
maybe writing a couple of those books every year helps her keep track. I admire her discipline, but I 
am more scatterbrained than that, so I need lots of references.  
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For example, I like recurring characters in a series, but sometimes it’s hard for me to see past the 
characters I’m currently focused on, so having a few notes about minor characters can keep them 
consistent.  
 
There are two ways to go in romance series. You can either have a series in which there is a different 
romantic couple at the center of each book (MacLean’s Rules of Scoundrels, Jill Shalvis’s Lucky 
Harbor series, Laura Kaye’s Hard Ink series, and my own Rainbow League series, to name a few 
across genres). Characters from previous books can pop in and be important characters in all the 
books, but the central couple for each book is new. I personally enjoy series that have multi-book 
arcs, as in Suzanne Brockmann’s Troubleshooters series, in which it can take a few books for the 
couple to meet and get their happily ever after. (In that series, the story arcs overlap and intertwine in 
really compelling ways, so you really have to read the whole series in order from the beginning to get 
the complete picture.) 
 
The other way to go is to have one couple be central throughout the series, and each book builds on 
their relationship. Roberts’ In Death books, which she writes as J.D. Robb, are a good example of 
that. This type of series seems to be more popular in gay romance, actually. Examples include Abigail 
Roux’s Cut and Run series, Jordan L. Hawk’s Whybourne and Griffin series, and Jordan Castillo 
Price’s PsyCop series, again to name a few across genres. These books should also be read in order, 
but what I like about them is how the relationship between the two leads continues to develop over 
the course of the series. There’s no instalove here, but instead a couple getting to know each other, 
working through issues, and falling more deeply in love.  
 
I found writing a series to be a tremendously fun endeavor and would like to do so again.♥ 
 
RWA/NYC VP Kate McMurray is an award-winning author of gay romance and an unabashed 
romance fan. When she’s not writing, she works as a nonfiction editor, dabbles in various crafts, and 
is maybe a tiny bit obsessed with baseball. She has served as President of Rainbow Romance Writers, 
the LGBT romance chapter of Romance Writers of America. She lives in Brooklyn, NY. Visit her at 
www.katemcmurray.com.    
 

Rainbow Series by Kate McMurray  
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ASK ALICE:  WHY IS THE WORLD OF SERIES A GREAT PLACE TO LIVE?   
BY ALICE ORR 
 
Answer: Novels in a series are the road to success for an author. 

 
Novels in a series are also the road to pleasure for a reader as an adventure 
through a world. The author builds that world detail by detail. The reader 
revels in that world scene by scene. 
 
I’m traveling through my first series world as a writer and I love it here. My 
goal is to draw readers in and make them want to stay through one book then 
the next and the next. To do this I must create a world that feels real and 
resonates. 
 
That means I must create a world that is consistent. A world of that has 
Rules. Following these rules adds to the reality of the series. You can figure 
out some of the rules of my series from the brief blurb above. 

 
A WRONG WAY HOME – Book 1 of the Riverton Road Romantic Suspense Series is set in and 
around Riverton, New York in the remote North Country. Stories of danger and romance feature the 
Kalli family, the four Kalli brothers and the fortunate people who find safety and a warm welcome at 
their homestead on Riverton Road. A YEAR OF SUMMER SHADOWS is Book 2. 
 
The setting is a town in remote northern New York State where I happened to grow up though there’s 
no real town called Riverton. The Kalli family of Riverton Road is at the center of my series world. 
Each gorgeous son has his own story – though I intend to move beyond them to others among the 
Kalli family’s acquaintance in future Riverton Road books. 
 
To hook readers into this world I had to master the art of immersion. I must immerse my readers so 
completely in my story world that they’re eager to remain there until I release them at The End. If I 
do my writer job well these readers will miss Riverton Road when they have to leave.  
 
One way to sabotage myself would be to slip an inconsistency into the mix. Any off-key note 
awakens the reader from what John Gardner calls “the dream of the book”. To prevent this I establish 
the rules and follow them. Some I figure out in advance. Others as each story grows. 
 
A bonus benefit – one I hadn’t expected – is that I’ve also become deeply immersed in the world I’m 
creating. From that deep place I bring my stories to real life because in that deep place they have real 
life for me. It’s the most fun I’ve ever had as a fiction writer. 
 
This is how I discovered that making series rules is anything but limiting. The rules liberate my 
imagination into the flowing ocean of my story world until I don’t want to leave. And because I’m 
writing a series I don’t have to leave. Believe me – it’s a great place to live.♥ 
 
Alice Orr’s latest novel is A YEAR OF SUMMER SHADOWS– Riverton Road Romantic Suspense 
Series Book 2. Visit Alice at www.aliceorrbooks.com. 
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MEMBER NEWS 
 
Zoraida Cruz (wa Mercedes Cruz) attended the Las Comadres & Compadres Latino Writers 
Conference early October, and was the first one brave enough to pitch to the editor - agent panel. 
They gave her positive feedback and the crowd applauded. 

 
 
October’s Reading at Lady Jane’s Salon turned out to be an RWA/NYC Girl’s Night with FOUR 
chapter members reading – President Ursula Renée, Katana Collins, Wendy LaCapra and Kate 
McMurray.  The audience was also filled with more members including K.M. Jackson, Falguni 
Kothari, Maria Ferrer, Stacey Agdern, Jessica Gibbons and Hope Tarr, proprietress. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   Members (starting 2nd from left):  Kate, Ursula, Katana and Wendy. 
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CRAFT CORNER:  FAST DRAFTING FOR FUN AND PROFIT OR  
AT LEAST FOR NANOWRIMO   
BY ISABO KELLY 

 
As November approaches, many writers are preparing for the challenge of 
National Novel Writing Month (NaNoWriMo), writing 55,000 words of a 
single novel in the 30 days of November. This annual challenge has 
helped a lot of people jump start a new project or finish one that’s been 
languishing. To meet the challenge, authors have to force themselves to 
draft their story quickly. 
 
Here are 13 tips to help with fast drafting: 

 
1. Have a place to start. It’s okay if this changes later on. The point is to get the bones of the 

story down. So if halfway through you realize the story will have to start earlier or later, that’s 
fine. Don’t worry about it for the moment. The most important thing is to get started and having 
a place to begin will keep you from staring at a blank screen for a week. 
 

2. Have a place to end. It helps immensely having a vague idea of how the story is going to 
finish. For us Romance authors, we know the book will end with the couple together, but 
developing an idea of how they might do that is good. It gives you something to write toward. 

 
3. Have some general idea of how you might get from 1 to 2. If you’re a plotter, you’ll have 

these first three steps sorted with your outline—something you should do in October in 
preparation for NaNo. But even if you’re a pantser, it’s important to have at least some idea of 
how you’d like the story to develop. You don’t need to be exact or even very specific if you like 
to go with the flow of the writing, but you do need a general place to start, a place to finish, and 
some vague plan for how to get from 1 to 2 to keep from getting side-tracked. But whether 
you’re a pantser or plotter… 

 
4. Don’t fear deviations. If the story takes you on an unexpected path, that’s okay, just make sure 

you can see your ending from that path. Some of those detours are your muse giving you a 
nudge in a really cool direction. Along with this point… 

 
5. Don’t worry if the ending changes. Sometimes, as you write and get to know your characters, 

you realize the ending has to be different from the idea you originally had. That’s okay too! Just 
write toward that new ending. Don’t panic or try to force yourself to stay true to the original 
path. In the end, everything can be fixed or changed. 

 
6. Don’t fuss over the details. Fast drafting is about getting the story from your head to the page 

as quickly as possible. You can fill in the details later. But if a detail slips in that you didn’t 
anticipate, leave it. Again, your muse could be telling you something. If it doesn’t work, it can 
be edited out. 
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7. Do NOT edit. This is the hardest part of fast drafting, the thing 
that catches people out more often than anything else when it 
comes to finishing a story. Do NOT go back and edit if you can at 
all help it. If you’ve forgotten something, make a note of where it 
needs to be and keep writing. If you’ve missed an entire scene, 
and you know where it belongs, you can go back and add it, but 
don’t edit around it! You can smooth transitions later. 

 
8. Don’t worry about craft. Like the previous two points, this will 

keep you moving when you’re tempted to slow down and fiddle with things. Don’t worry about 
clichéd writing, missing dialogue tags, bad dialogue, silly descriptions, whatever. The crafting 
of the prose happens during the edits. 

 
9. Focus on your characters. Knowing your characters and how they might react in a given 

situation will keep you going when all else fails. You’ll get to know them more as the story 
progresses too, and this might mean you’ll have to fix things in the beginning, but DON’T go 
back and do that until the story is finished. At “The End” you’ll know your characters so well 
it’ll be easier to fix the opening anyway. 

 
10. When you’re not writing, mull over the next scene. Take advantage of non-writing time to 

think about what will happen next so that when you come to the page, you can jump right back 
into the story without staring in frustration at the screen for half your writing time. Also, keep a 
notebook (or notebook app) handy in case you have inspiration while you’re away from your 
book. 

 
11. Just keep typing/writing. Even if you think what you’re writing is rubbish and you’ll have to 

cut it later, you never know what might come out of that rubbish. Keep your hands on the 
keyboard or your pen on the page and just keep slogging through. Eventually, your brain will 
click into the story and the writing will start to flow. 

 
12. Only re-read enough to get back into the story for fresh writing. Don’t go back and re-read 

most of the book. There is too much temptation to edit when you do that. Just go back a page or 
a few paragraphs, enough to get you back into the flow. Then start writing again. 

 
13. And finally HAVE FUN!! The more fun you’re having, the faster you’ll write. The story will 

get away from you and before you know it, you’ll have a finished book. You’ll be excited every 
time you sit down to write. And if you’re more interested in working on your own book than 
losing yourself in anyone else’s fiction, you are on the right track! 

 
Good luck to everyone who’s attempting the NaNoWriMo challenge! Happy writing. May your 
muse cooperate to make it an exciting and fun month of fast drafting. With a little effort, you’ll have 
a book—or most of a book—finished come December 1st.♥ 

 
Isabo Kelly fast drafts all her stories. This does mean she has to go back and edit a lot, but in the 
meantime, she has a lot of fun. For more on Isabo and her books, visit her at www.isabokelly.com, 
follow her on Twitter @IsaboKelly or friend her on Facebook www.facebook.com/IsaboKelly. 
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ALL THINGS SWAG  
BY CATHERINE STINE (AKA KITSY CLARE) 
 
In September I did a presentation for the RWA NYC meeting on promo 
cards, bookmarks and all things swag. Swag for the uninitiated is the term 
for a giveaway item of any type. It can be used for Facebook party game 
prizes, launch party perks, blog tour Rafflecopter prizes, mailings, 
convention treats for readers who buy your books – just about any promo 
event you can think of.  I will relay my major points for anyone who 
wasn’t at the meeting.  
 
Bookmarks are still a must. They should have high-resolution color images of your books. Make 
sure to have your website on there in clear, bold type. A quick Read code is a good thing, but not 
necessary. Those are the small, square images you see all over the place that if held up to your 
smartphone will open a link to your book on Amazon (or wherever you direct it to). 
 
Learn more about creating free QR codes by Googling them. Here’s one site but there are more: 
http://www.qr-code-generator.com/ 

 
Another smart thing to put on a bookmark is a short, punchy quote from 
one of your books. Or you can put a one-line blurb from a reviewer. 
Certainly put your name and what you write on there. But keep the text 
very brief! I’ve learned readers and booklovers mostly want images on 
their swag and bookmarks. 
 

Promo postcards are a handy bit of swag. You can either do one for each book, or gang up a few 
books on one card. One important tool: leave room for your handwritten signature. Readers love 
signed swag. 
 
Other promo items I have created are:  

*T-shirts 
*Coffee cups (hard to mail but good for a book festival grand prize, 

stuffed with other swag) 
*Wristlet bags with your book image on them. (Awesome for a grand prize giveaway or to the 

first person who buys two or more of your books) 
*Greeting cards featuring your books, with envelopes (My latest fave thing because they’re 

light to mail or to carry in a suitcase to a book con) 
*Unique items relating to your newest book (Like my YA Heart in a Box, launching in Dec 

will have handmade heart-boxes as party swag). 
*Think up your own! 

 
I use Zazzle a lot because I can design my own images on all kinds of items. For teaser images that 
go on cards, I use befunky.com. Another popular site is picmonkey.com. Or, of course, if you are a 
pro at Photoshop, you can’t beat it.  The main point is to have fun creating your swag, and keep 
inventing new twists. Great swag will surely help promote and sell your books.♥ 
 
Catherine Stine also writes under the name of Kitsy Clare. Visit her at catherinestine.com/wp/.  
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THE GIDDY GRAMMARIAN:  LIKE VERSUS SUCH AS   
BY LISBETH ENG 
 
"Like" and "such as" are often used interchangeably but there is a 
difference. "Like" implies comparison whereas "such as" implies 
inclusion. The difference is subtle but you should be aware of it if you 
want your writing to be precise. 
 

• Poets such as Keats, Shelley and Byron are exemplary of the 
Romantic period in England. 

 
This sentence denotes that you are referring to these three particular 
poets. It does not necessarily exclude other poets of the same period but 
it tells us that those three are specifically included. 
 

• Chastity, the daughter of a conservative pastor, would be mortified if her father caught 
her reading an erotic romance like FIFTY SHADES OF GREY. 

 
Here you are referring to books that are similar to FIFTY SHADES OF GREY, but not necessarily 
FIFTY SHADES OF GREY itself. Indeed, the pastor would be equally as shocked at any erotic 
romance. 
 
Be aware that some grammarians contend that the differences in meaning are negligible, and the 
writer may choose whichever sounds best. Some prefer "like" because they feel "such as" sounds too 
stuffy. I tend to side with the grammarians who favor the more precise style as in the examples above. 
It is the traditional approach and more appropriate in formal writing. In my opinion, you are more 
likely to come across as well-read if follow these guidelines.♥ 
 
Lisbeth Eng works as a Compliance Officer in the financial industry by day and writes historical 
romance by night. She holds a bachelor's degree in English, and speaks a smattering of German, 
Italian and French. Please visit her at www.lisbetheng.com. 
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THE PSYCHOLOGY OF THE BLACK MOMENT:  
SHORT AND LONG ANSWERS TO THREE BIG QUESTIONS 
BY BRIANA MACPERRY 
 
If you're a writer, then you've probably 
hemmed and hawed over the looming 
"black moment" your protagonist must 
face. I find it is the hardest part of a 
story to write because it usually echoes 
whatever personal motivations drove me 
to dream up this character in the first 
place. Which means the character's 
resolution of that moment is the 
resolution of a problem for which I am 
using my creativity to solve.  I truly 
believe every writer engages in this 
process, in some way. How could 
I not write a blog post about the 
underlying psychology? 
 
Below are three questions I have heard echoed in various writer's workshops and critiques, and the 
long and short answers to them. I hope you'll comment below on what resonates for you. 

 
1. What is "the black moment?" 
 
The short answer: The climax of a story. 
 
The long answer:  The concept of the black moment--sometimes referred to as the 
protagonist's "resurrection"--finds its origins in Joseph Campbell's THE HERO’S JOURNEY, which 
he framed in the context of Carl Jung's archetypal theory. Jung's theory basically says that we all have 
preconceived notions of what it means to be heroic and these notions are ingrained in us from birth. 
Stories of heroism across various cultures will all reflect these same aspects because the archetypes of 
both the heroic figure and the sequence of his journey is a part of our "collective unconscious." In 
other words, culture is born of archetypes, not the other way around. And thus, for us to root for a 
heroic protagonist (which Jung proposed is a projection of our "true selves") he must display certain 
attributes, such as self-sacrifice and faith. 
 
To put it another way, the black moment is a make or break moment in a story where the protagonist 
has to get the underlying lesson, or make you regret wasting your time and money. 
 
For example, in the movie Terminator Two, the theme for the film is stated on more than one 
occasion; "There's no fate but what we make." After scratching these words into a picnic table, the 
protagonist's mother sets off on a mission to kill the man who will be responsible for humanity's 
future annihilation. But ultimately, she cannot go through with it, because even though she knows his 
choices will ruin his life and everyone else's, to truly have faith in that principle, she must accept that 
her target can change his fate too. 
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2. What defines a successful black moment? 
 
The short answer: The character's want must give way to his need. 
 

The long answer: Typically, a character's want is an externalized goal or 
reward (such as social approval and physical manifestations of it) that 
impedes the character from getting what he needs internally (spiritual and 
emotional gratification). For example, perhaps a girl felt ostracized as a 
child, so she wants to achieve celebrity because she thinks it will make 
people like her. But with celebrity achieved, she realizes that even though 
she might have millions of fans, they worship her as an object or a symbol of 
their own projections; in reality, people only like her for her popularity and 
she can't trust anyone enough to engage in intimate relationships. The 
achievement of her external want prevented the gratification of her internal 
need to belong. 
 

Generally speaking, a need is a primal desire usually rooted in early childhood that is a reflection of 
unfulfilled (and thus repressed) yearnings. It's often buried in the protagonist's unconscious, causing 
all kinds of miserable problems the protagonist frequently brushes off with a, "That's life." In the 
black moment, the character must acknowledge his need and the need must win, so life can improve. 
Improve how, you ask? 
 
Integration of the inner and outer self is the mark of a healthy human being, no matter what culture 
you are born into. Humanist psychologist Carl Rogers called this the "true self" versus the "false 
self." When your outward persona matches the needs and feelings you experience inside, your 
personality is said to be "congruent." 
 
It's important to realize congruency is a non-linear process. Just when we think we've figured it all 
out, we are confronted with a new contradiction. But fear not, because some progress is made each 
time you take a ride on that carousel, which is more like an upwards spiral. And with every mini 
"story" we encounter in our lives, we inch a little bit closer to having more fully integrated, congruent 
personalities. Perhaps it goes without saying, but there will be many black moments in your life. 
 
"That seems like a lot of work," you say. "Why not have the character simply want what he needs?" 
Because that rarely happens in life, and it would be a hella boring story. Conflict, baby! Bring it on. 
Aaaaand cue the Rolling Stones. (Is it any wonder this song was such a big hit?) 
 
3. What does faith have to do with it? 
 
The short answer: In order to succumb to his or her need, the protagonist must choose to be helpless 
in the face of his or her greatest fear; he or she must take a leap of faith. 
 
The long answer: The choice to succumb to one's greatest fear is to willingly put aside the ego's 
control. The ego is essentially what organizes your thinking about yourself and controls your outward 
presentation to the world (your persona). It operates under the "reality principle" and is very 
concerned with pleasing others in order to gain that external want. It's the little voice inside that tells 
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you what is and is not appropriate to say at a dinner party, or wear to a 
promotional meeting with your boss. 
 
Your ego is often associated with reason, intellect, rationality, and 
cognition. It is a bully that fights tooth and nail to hold its position at the 
top of your psyche's Peking order. It often controls the way you think, and 
it is obsessed with remaining in control. But the entire sum of "you" is not 
solely your ego, just as you are not only your thoughts; you are your 
awareness of them. The job of The Hero's Journey is to teach the ego that 
it must relinquish control in order to grow. 
 
Faith is the only way we can really do this; it is the belief that an invisible 

net will catch us when we fall. Faith allows us to believe it is all "part of the plan," and thus we can 
confront the possibility of negative outcomes, because we are able to attribute positive meanings to 
them; "It must have happened for some good reason, beyond my comprehension." Perhaps that seems 
self-deluding but it's actually self-sacrificing; we accept that the positive, external outcome need not 
be our own, and that's pretty damn heroic. 
 
For example, in the movie Indiana Jones and the Last Crusade, Indiana Jones—a man who doesn't 
believe in God but is in search of the Holy Grail (for egotistical reasons)— must take a literal leap of 
faith and step out into thin air in order to find an invisible bridge that will lead him to his journey's 
resolution. 
 
Once he crosses the bridge and finds the Holy Grail, he is confronted with a seductive character foil 
of his own external wanting and faithless self: the Nazi woman (Jung would love this because she is 
essentially a representation of his depreciated Anima—but I'll save that for another post). 
 
When the earth opens up to swallow them, Indiana watches the woman die, still trying to get her 
hands on the Grail. When he falls into the same position, he is tempted by the same desire, but 
ultimately lets go of it and is spiritually (and literally) saved. He gives up his external want, for the 
benefit of the need: a restoration of faith. The achievement of congruency. To live a better life. 
 
Summary: The black moment is the climax of a story, in which the protagonist's want, must give way 
to his need. In order to succumb to his or her need, the protagonist must choose to be helpless in the 
face of his or her greatest fear; he or she must take a leap of faith. Thus, even if the heroic act/black 
moment ends in death or loss (literal or symbolic), the ability to confront one's fear in the face of it 
will satisfy the need, which leads to integration (mental and emotional congruency), and results in 
spiritual ascension (aka, self love and acceptance). And whether or not you believe in God, we all 
want to be closer to Him/Her.♥ 
 
Briana MacPerry is a creative arts therapist with ten years clinical experience working 
predominantly with traumatized women and children. Currently, she teaches personality development 
and thesis writing at Pratt Institute. When she isn't corralling her five-year old son, she's blogging, 
painting, drawing, or otherwise plugging away at passion's pursuit. To learn more please visit her 
blog at www.yellowbrickscommunity.wordpress.com, or follow her on Twitter @macperrytweets.  
 
This article was first published on Briana MacPerry’s blog at brianamacperry.com on 9/21/15.  
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SOCIAL NETWORKING FOR AUTHORS:   STOP SELLING AND SELL YOURSELF! 
BY MARIA FERRER 

 
 Writers must have a presence on the internet to survive this new 
technological revolution.  Agents and editors are looking there, and 
more importantly, readers are looking there. 
 
There are all sorts of social media networks – Facebook, Twitter, 
Pinterest, Instagram, Tumblr, YouTube, etc, etc, etc.  Pick a couple 
and go at it! 

 
But don’t just use the social networks to sell your book.  The more times you post “Buy My Book,” 
the more readers are going to ignore you.  The key is not to sell your book, but to sell yourself. 
 
Readers want to feel connected to authors so connect with them on a personal level.  And, yes, you 
can use your book to do it.  For example, does your book have a pet in it?  Mention how the hero’s 
Chihuahua is all of 8 pounds but still manages to take up all the space on his bed.  Are you and your 
heroine coffee drinkers? Mention what coffee blend you can’t live without.   
 
If you are writing a historical, the same applies.  Your characters work in a jazz club.  Mention how 
she has two left feet but he is still willing to dance with her.  Your Duke is being contrary, well isn’t 
that just like a man?  You get the idea. 
 
Connect on a personal level.  Talk about yourself, your characters, your pets, et al.  These personal 
tidbits will lead to connections which will translate to sales, more than you would have if you just 
rant about “you gotta buy my book.”  Happy Connecting!♥ 
 
Maria Ferrer loves to connect with people everywhere.  Follow and friend her on Facebook and 
Twitter. Also, visit her at www.mydelcarmen.com and www.marializaferrer.blogspot.com. 
 
FREE PROMOTION! 

 
Keynotes is a FREE Promotion Opportunity. 
Have a new book out?  Entered/won a contest? Interesting topic, research, tips to 
share? An event, book, conference you‘d like to review? Send in your articles, 
news, reviews, etc., and send us your book cover for Book Cover Fridays!  Note, 
all articles and book covers will also be published on the Chapter Blog for 
DOUBLE the promotion!  Email us at keynoteseditor@gmail.com. 
 
Deadline: the 15th of every month. Take advantage of us!♥ 
 

THE END 
 
Are you participating in RWA National’s THE END challenge?  Let President Ursula Renée know.  
This is one way to prove you are seriously pursuing a writing career.  Happy Writing!♥ 


